CORE Video Lessons Focus on Racism and Equity

Purpose
To share information about new videos from the group Intercambio in Boulder, Colorado, that cover lessons on racism and equity and are geared toward ELLs.

Rationale
With discrimination, diversity, and equity ongoing issues in the news and in society—even more so in recent years—those who are new to living in the U.S. may not be as familiar with related current events or discussions on these topics. They may not be part of these conversations because they are still learning English, or they may be so busy getting acclimated to the U.S. that they are not as aware of these news events. A new series of videos from Intercambio, which offers English classes and English curricula, will help address these important topics.

The Basic Information
Leaders at Intercambio wanted to find a way to contextualize current events and history related to racism, diversity, and equity in the U.S. and make them more accessible to ELLs, says Nitin Beri, Intercambio’s conversations manager. These videos and any subsequent lessons will help bring ELLs to the conversation to better understand what they are learning and share their own experiences, he says. To do this, Intercambio has collaborated with the Common Good Collective to make a series of 10- to 15-minute videos that programs can use for free and when needed to address racism and related topics. The videos are part of Intercambio’s CORE Video Lessons. CORE is short for Conversations on Race
and Equity. Beri describes the videos under development as both interesting and engaging. The videos will be accessible to a wide range of English proficiency levels, starting at high beginning. The video “What Is Race?” was slated to be ready by January. Other topics will be forthcoming and listed on the CORE website (see sidebar). CORE plans to have four videos ready to use by the end of February.
Intercambio will welcome any and all feedback to help improve their videos in the future, Beri says. As the videos get produced, Intercambio plans to host live virtual conversations to further discuss topics in the videos. Classes can take part in those as they wish, and Intercambio will promote them in advance.
Intercambio originally planned a series of live virtual conversations but realized that students will likely feel more comfortable discussing race and equity with students and teachers whom they already know before engaging with others, Beri says.

Important Links for CORE and Intercambio
Intercambio’s CORE Program
https://intercambio.org/core/
Find up-to-date information about CORE Video Lessons at this link.
Intercambio Main Page
 https://intercambio.org/ Discover more details about what
Intercambio has to offer.
Common Good Collective
https://commongood.cc/
Learn more about the group that has collaborated with Intercambio to design the CORE Video Lessons.
The Immigrant Guide
https://intercambio.org/product-category/guide/
Intercambio has a $4 immigrant guide to help navigate the U.S. It is a digest of the most common laws, systems, and cultural norms for living and succeeding in the U.S. The guide is in nine languages: English and Spanish (full color); and Arabic, Burmese, French, Karen, Nepali, Portuguese, and Somali (text only).
Instructors can use the guide in their classes. The website lists more than 100 topics covered in the guide.
