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Minimal Pair Pronunciation Resources While Teaching Remotely
4 Videos to Help Students Practice Minimal Pairs 
English Pronunciation Practice: 30 Minimal Pairs to Practice the Vowel Sounds in English https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO7bmikk-3U 
English teacher Dave Bailey leads viewers through a nine-minute video that introduces 30 minimal pairs. This could be a good video to use if you want to introduce a variety of minimal pairs at once, and then you could work with students to choose which minimal pairs are more challenging and require more practice. 

60 Minimal Pairs (English Pronunciation Practice) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrIfQTOl97k 
This video from ManyThings.org focuses on just the facts, ma’am—or should we say, just the minimal pairs. Each pair of words is shown with a black screen background, with the announcer reading each pair. The video is a little over four minutes and introduces minimal pairs such as fond/found, best/vest, and thin/sin. 
Minimal Pairs: Useful Pronunciation Practice 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLBxBwE_y6U
Interactive English features a 30-minute minimal pairs lesson that was previously livestreamed. The lesson includes some example sentences that use targeted minimal pair words. Examples: I just want to take a deep dip in the pool and Are you going to eat it? There is also a short game featured in the video. Minimal Pair Pronunciation Resources While Teaching Remotely (Continued on page 12) More 
Minimal Pairs Examples from Intercambio 
https://intercambio.org/curriculum-and-resources/videos/ 
The organization Intercambio has designed more than 25 short videos to help students practice minimal pairs and challenging pronunciation points. The videos were designed for use with Intercambio’s “Pronunciation Fun With Pictures” resource. Examples of minimal pairs contrasted in videos include wooden hook versus blue moon in one video and orange door versus brown cow in another. 

5 Ways to Use Minimal Pairs 
Here are a few different ways you can use minimal pairs along with the video resources shared 
• Hone in on the pronunciation problems most common among your students. You can find these out by listening to your students or doing a quick web search (for example, “minimal pairs in English for Spanish speakers”). 
• Incorporate minimal pair practice as part of a lesson, perhaps introducing one minimal pair contrast at that time that is connected to your lesson. 
• Alternately, you can use minimal pair practice as an extra to your class, as a warmup or when you have a few extra minutes before class ends. 
• Once you establish some minimal pair practice with contrasting sounds, have students write the two contrasting sounds on two index cards or pieces of paper. Say a word aloud, and have students hold up the paper with the sound they heard. If you said “bee” while contrasting /b/ and /p/, students would hold up the letter “b.”
 • Have students work in groups of two to practice minimal pairs and to take turns saying a word and having the partner indicate what sound they heard. 
• Don’t discount the value of minimal pairs for intermediate or advanced students. English language learners at any level may remain stuck with a certain mispronunciation and need a refresher on how to correctly say something.

Minimal Pair Examples to Practice With Students


/b/ and /p/ bee/pea bay/pay bark/park big/pig  

/s/ and /th/ sick/thick mass/math sing/thing pass/path 

/f/ and /v/ fan/van fine/vine safe/save file/vile 

/r/ and /l/ rice/lice rock/lock arrive/alive rink/link crowd/cloud 

/v/ and /b/ very/berry vote/boat volts/bolts 

/e/ and /i/ bed/bid left/lift bell/bill bet/bit
