“I Spoke English Today”

Purpose
To motivate beginning ESOL students to practice English outside of the classroom.

Rationale
Many adult ESOL students want to learn English but feel limited in how much they can practice outside the classroom. They may have jobs where they only converse with speakers of their own language, and they may use their native language at home with family members and friends. They also may feel intimidated about practicing. The idea for the chart shown comes from Valerie H. Vermilya, director of the Robinson, Illinois-based Adult Learning Partners of the Robinson Public Library District. Vermilya began using the chart with a stay-at-home mom who didn’t have many opportunities to practice English. Practice outside of class is crucial for students in Vermilya’s program, as they see their English tutor only once a week. A chart similar to the one shown here became a tool to help guide her student’s practicing of English outside of class. Although you can copy and use the chart shown on page 2, you could also create a similar chart that is tailored to specific places where your students want to practice English.

The Basic Activity
1. Share the chart on page 2 with your students. Make sure they understand the vocabulary on the chart.
2. If your students have the proficiency, briefly discuss why it is important to practice English outside of class. (Some possible reasons: They will learn English more quickly; the time they are in class is not enough to learn everything they need to learn.)
3. Show students how to check off the situations and days on the chart when they practiced English. Have them take the chart home, but ask them to bring the chart back the next time you meet.
4. In each class, review where they have practiced English based on what they have shown on the chart. If their English is proficient enough, ask them to share with you what they discussed in the various settings (Example: They can tell you how they asked a sales clerk for help finding shirts that were
on sale at a clothing store.) You could also work with them to write out the conversation that ensued and answer any questions that might arise about new vocabulary

Resources
Daily ESL: Conversation Starters
http://www.dailyesl.com/
This website lists a number of places where students might practice English. With each place, there is a link to a brief reading and listening followed by practice vocabulary, discussion, and online activities. The readings are best suited for intermediate or advanced students. The site was created by and is maintained by Randall Davis, who created the well-known site Randall’s ESL Cyber Listening Lab (www.esl-lab.com).

Ordering a Pizza
https://www.englishclub.com/speaking/telephone-practice-ordering.htm
This practice for intermediate level students challenges them to choose the correct vocabulary terms to complete a dialogue for ordering a pizza.
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