6 Ways to Use Picture Books for Writing Practice
By ProLiteracy

Purpose 
To present ways to help students create short books with pictures and added text to practice writing. 

Rationale 
Writing is a skill that challenges many basic literacy and English language learners. It can be hard to find appropriate resources for students to practice writing, especially at the lower levels. Picture books with student-created text can be a helpful resource. They are personalized, meet the student at his or her level, and only require paper, a pen or pencil, and some pictures (personal photos or magazine/newspaper pictures). The books can become resources that are not only directly relevant to their lives and cultures but are also at their writing/reading levels. This article presents several ways to use student-created picture books and text in the classroom. For each activity, have blank paper available for students to use and guide them through folding the paper in half and stapling it on the side to create a “book.” Don’t forget to include a title page.

The Basic Activities
1. Help students use the internet to find and select a couple of photos of their home country. They can use their picture book to tell a story about their home country. The book can have as many or as few words as the student is able to write about each chosen image. 
2. Create a book to practice family vocabulary. Students can use family pictures they have or, with your help, they can print photos from their phones or other devices. Again, students can write in detail about each relative; if that is too challenging, they can simply write the name of each family member and a word to describe him or her, such as mother, father, grandmother, brother, sister, etc 
4. Use the Language Experience Approach to create stories with the class (or with individual students) about a picture. For instance, if you’re tutoring a student with limited literacy skills, he or she can describe a picture of a family member or another meaningful picture. Then you write the story that he or she tells you. Read this article from the Center for Applied Linguistics to find out specifics about the Language Experience Approach: http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/LEA.html. 
5. Encourage parents of young children to share the picture books they have created with their children. 
6. Use wordless picture books that are already created, and have students make up the text for the story. Discuss the photos in the book with students. Have them use sticky notes or a separate piece of paper to write down how they would describe each picture in the story. Suggest to parents that children can use wordless picture books in a similar way.
