“The Umbrella” and “Friends”: Two Ready-to- Use Listening Activities for ELL Classes
Purpose 
To present two listening activities ELL instructors can use with high-beginning or advanced students. 
Rationale 
Listening is often an underappreciated skill in the language classroom. Language learners, including ELLs, spend so much time listening, but much of what we teach focuses on honing speaking, writing, and reading skills. Although those skills are obviously important, listening is a skill that should be part of the teaching and learning mix. 
This article shares two listening activities designed by Vania Aguilar, who works with Adult and Community Education in Leon County, Florida, and the Florida State University Center for the Advancement of Human Rights in Tallahassee. Aguilar shared these activities and many others during a webinar this year hosted by the Florida Literacy Coalition (floridaliteracy.org). The activities are slightly modified and used with permission from Aguilar. 
The Basic Activities 
Activity One: “The Umbrella,” for High-Beginning Students 
1. Ask learners: What do you use when it rains? If possible, have an umbrella that you can show students. 
2. Let learners know that they will watch a video called “The Umbrella.” You can tell them the video is about something that happens when it is raining. Watch the video in advance to look for any questions that may arise from your students. While the video is about eight minutes long, only two minutes are focused on the story students will listen to and watch. The rest of it features a dictation exercise that you can use. The video, made by Club English, is available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KroBKuvqhaY&list=PLoFhY7OXDVTgoS_VD93tD30tG4E04c-lq. It is part of a series called “ESL Easy Listening Comprehension.” 
3. Show “The Umbrella” to students. You can also show the words from the video on the screen by selecting “cc” for closed captioning. 
4. Stop the video when finished, at 1 minute, 40 seconds. Ask some basic comprehension questions about the video, such as, where was the tall man going? and what did he decide to buy? 
5. Provide students with the questions below, either on a handout or in a place in the classroom where everyone can read them. Put students in pairs. Ask them to take turns asking and answering the questions with a partner. 
         a. What kind of day was it? 
                  b. Where was the tall man going? 
                  c. What happened to him on the way to the station? 
                  d. Who had given him the present? 
                  e. What did he end up doing with his present? 
                  f. Did the weather get better? What happened? 
                  g. What did he decide to buy? 
                  h. What did he find out when he got to the store? 
                   i. What did he decide to do? 
6.      For additional practice, you can use the dictation activity that is part of the video. The video will say a sentence
         and show a related visual. After a few seconds, it will display the sentence as it should be written. You may want to 
          pause the video and repeat the sentence, to give students a little more time to listen and write it. 


Activity Two: “Friends” Listening, for Advanced Students 
1. Ask learners what they know about the popular American show “Friends.” Here are some other supporting questions you can ask: Have you watched “Friends” before? Do you like it? Do you watch any specific American shows to help learn English? If you do, which shows? 
2. Let students know that you will show them a three- to four-minute video clip from “Friends.” The focus is on understanding the English in the clip. There will likely be some new words for them, but remind them it’s OK if they don’t understand everything. They can focus on the main ideas. You also can let students know that the clip focuses on the character Monica and her tendency to want everything to be perfect. 
3. Provide learners with the handout on page 3. Let them know that they will discuss the questions afterwards. For now, they should look at the words listed toward the bottom (like ottoman and raggedy). Pronounce the words so students know what they sound like. Ask if they already know any of the meanings. 
4. Show students the video clip, available on YouTube from the TV channel TBS. The clip is called, “Monica Doesn’t Think She’s a Perfectionist.” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ht0IbFNbfSY) Provide closed captioning with the clip so students also can see the words. You can do this by selecting “cc” at the bottom of the video. You can also slow down the speed of any YouTube video. Pause the video as needed to check comprehension. Ask students to check off the words as they hear them. 

5. When done with the video, have students take a look again at the vocabulary words from their handout. Which words did they hear? Discuss any meanings, although the main purpose of this exercise is to focus more on the listening rather than vocabulary. The new terms simply provide more of a focused listening aspect.

6. Have students pair up or work in groups of three to discuss the questions from the handout. Students don’t need to write down answers from their classmates, but they should focus on listening carefully. 

7. When group discussions are finished, come together as a class to go over any common points from the group discussions. You can also ask: Do you think watching TV shows is a good way to learn English? Why or why not? 

8. If you want to culminate this activity with some writing practice, you could have students write their answers to the questions on the handout. 



Definitions for “Friends” Activity 
a. bristles (n.) short, stiff hair or fiber 
b. ottoman (n.) piece of furniture with no backs or arms 
c. fan out (phrasal verb) spread apart 
d. raggedy (adj.) not in good condition 
e. kook (n.) crazy person 
f. madcap gal (n.) used to describe a woman who does things in a very different way than others 
g. big break (n.) big opportunity; usually used for jobs in entertainment, like acting
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