Teaching Vocabulary Needed for a Driver’s License
Purpose 
To introduce and provide practice with vocabulary words related to learning to drive and obtaining a driver’s license in the U.S.
Rationale 
Many ELLs want to learn to drive and get their driver’s license in the U.S. However, the experience of learning to drive and following the steps to apply for and test for a driver’s license through the Department of Motor Vehicles in any state can be overwhelming. Below is one lesson that focuses on driving-related vocabulary to help students advance toward their driving-related goals. You can insert this lesson with other practice you use to prepare students on how to get a driver’s license. This lesson also may fit in with other life skills lessons related to transportation. Although the lesson is geared toward intermediate ELLs or higher, some of the information also may help pre-HSE students who want to get their driver’s license.
The Basic Activity 
1. Decide where this vocabulary lesson will work best in your class. It could be used at the start of a series of lessons about getting a driver’s license. If you are studying transportation but not focusing specifically on driver’s licenses, the lesson could provide an overview on some relevant driving terms. 
2. Ask students to name some vocabulary words related to driving. Provide some word examples to help generate discussion, such as stop sign, speeding, or ticket. 
3. Provide students with the vocabulary list on page 11 of this issue. Give them a few minutes to review the words and the definitions. Next, review the words together, giving students time to practice the pronunciation of each word. Students can take turns reading the words and definitions for each word out loud. Another way to proceed with this vocabulary practice is to give students the word list but have them look up and write down the meanings. 
4. Have students work alone or with a partner to write or say sentences using each word. Encourage students to share the sentences with the class. 
5. Provide students with the matching practice on page 11 for additional practice. Answers are as follows: 1. f 2. d 3. e 4. g 5. h 6. j 7. b 8. a 9. c 10. i 
6. In subsequent lessons related to transportation or driver’s licenses, provide further practice with the words through dictation activities or flashcards. Flashcards can feature the word on one side and the definition on the second side. Or, they can have a visual for the word on one side and the word on the second side.
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blinker/turn signal —flashing light to show if a driver will go left or right

crosswalk —a safe area to walk across a road

flat tire —when a tire has no air

hazard lights —flashing lights on a car used in an emergency

honk —sound made by the horn on a car

intersection —area where two or more roads meet

interstate —a road with many lanes where vehicles drive fast

one-way street —street where cars must go in one direction

rush hour —time of day when many people are driving

speed limit —legal driving speed
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honk a. area where two or more roads meet

one-way street b. legal driving speed

rush hour c. a safe area to walk across a road

blinker d. streets where cars must go in one direction

flat tire e. time when many people are driving

interstate f. sound made by the horn ona car

speed limit g. flashing light to show if a car will go left or right

intersection h. a tire with no air

crosswalk i. flashing lights on a car used in an emergency

hazard lights Jj- road with many lanes where people drive fast
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