Scaffolding Techniques With Low-Level English Language Learners
What is Scaffolding: 
Appropriate assistance provided to aid in learning (how do we connect the known to the unknown)
Builds on prior knowledge and lessons
Forms connections between older material and the new material
Allows students to be successful before they start the new lesson
Remember: scaffolding is about support to build up 
Pre-Loading Vocabulary
1. Select essential vocabulary (4-6 words) Preparing students with the words I know will be hard for them to understand. 
2. Pretest
3. Explicitly teach each word
4. Connect the word to the test
5. Expand on word meanings (other ways the word can be used)
6. Use vocabulary journals/ word walls (Something that allows them to keep track of new vocabulary)
Word Wall (Leave 5th column blacnk, let students decide what they want to write. NO wrong answers, mostly for connections)
Tap Into Prior Knowledge: Such a rich background. 
Learn about your students’ culture
Think about culturally relevant content
Find translation of literature, folktales, and stories from your student’s culture
Think about their interests and how the new material fits
Cars, music, art, sports, fashion, etc. 
Bridging
Connect previous lessons to the new material 
How does last week’s lesson connect to the material in this week’s lesson?
Some bridges are easy:
“last week we were talking about feeling 
Empowering students to talk freely and to be 

