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Dear Friends,
At Chatham Literacy, we believe 

literacy is the key that opens doors 
to new opportunities – educational, 
economic, and civic. Over the past year, 
we have grown in reach and impact, 
opening new pathways of opportunity 
for learners throughout our community. 
By building stronger programs, 
reaching more adults, and forging vital 
partnerships, we have helped create 
opportunities that change lives.

Expanding Opportunities for Learners
We are proud to share that we 

served 344 adult learners this past year 
– an increase of 63% – through the 
dedication of our remarkable team of 79 
volunteer tutors. Together, they provided 
5,934 instructional hours, an 8% growth 
in learning opportunities. These 
numbers represent more than statistics; 
they reflect lives empowered through 
knowledge and skills.

Our programs continue to evolve to 
meet real and pressing needs. This year, 
we launched a Digital Literacy program 
that helps learners build needed skills in 
using technology – navigating devices, 
communicating online, accessing 
information, and completing everyday 
tasks that increasingly require digital know-
how. In today’s economy, digital literacy 
is as critical as reading and math for 
accessing education, finding employment, 
and engaging fully in civic life.

Building Stronger Pathways  
with Partners

Our work is only possible because of 
meaningful partnerships across Chatham 
County. This year, we are especially proud 
of our strategic collaborations, which 

have extended both our reach and our 
impact. Through our partnership with 
United Way and their Bold Goal initiative, 
we are working collaboratively with 
local nonprofits to provide families with 
services that empower them to succeed.

We are also energized by 
collaborations with local businesses, 
such as Brookwood Farms, which bring 
literacy directly into the workplace. By 
offering classes on-site, we provide 
employees with essential skills that 
strengthen their opportunities and 
enhance their workplace – helping 
literacy open doors for even more 
families and community members.

Beyond these, we continue to work 
closely with nonprofits, civic agencies, 
and other community organizations which 
help connect us to learners and extend 
educational access – especially in rural 
communities that are often underserved.

Gratitude for Our Community
Our success is only possible because 

of the extraordinary people who stand 
with us. To our staff, whose commitment 
and compassion drive this work; to  
our tutors and volunteers, who 
generously share their time and talent; 
and to our donors, whose support 
sustains everything we do – we are 
deeply grateful.

Thank you for believing in the 
transformative power of literacy. Together, 
we are creating pathways to brighter 
futures for individuals, families, and our 
community.

Warmly,

Pathways to Opportunity:  
Unlocking Potential Through Literacy	
A Letter From Vicki Newell, Executive Director
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Mission Statement
Chatham Literacy helps adults, living or working in Chatham 
County, N.C., acquire the literacy and educational skills they 
need to function successfully in society.



A Path Forward to Job Success

At Brookwood Farms, a family-owned business 
in Siler City, barbecue isn’t the only thing being 
handled with care. Thanks to a partnership with 

Chatham Literacy, employees are offered new pathways to 
opportunity through English and computer classes hosted 
right at their workplace.

For many, like Rosemary G., coming to class after a 
long day of work is a challenge, but she sees the on-site 
classes as a chance to invest in herself and her future. 
“When I started, I was nervous because I didn’t know if I 
could learn,” she shared. “But little by little, I feel more 
confident. I can understand more, and I’m not afraid to 
speak.” That growing confidence shows not only in the 
classroom, but also on the job, where communication is 
key to safety and teamwork.

Her classmate, Deann T., agrees. “Before, I stayed quiet 
because I didn’t want to make a mistake,” she said. “Now, 
I can talk with my supervisor and my coworkers. I even help 
interpret sometimes for other employees.” For Deann, 
the lessons go beyond language. Learning computer skills 
has opened new doors: “I can use email now, and I’m not 
afraid when I see a tablet or a computer. It makes me feel 
proud that I know how to use them.”

These results are exactly what Brookwood Farms 
hoped for when they began partnering with Chatham 
Literacy. Company leaders recognized that many talented 
employees were held back from promotions or new 
opportunities because of language or technology barriers. 

By bringing classes directly into the workplace, they invest 
not only in their business, but also in their people.

“We have seen employees become more confident 
in reading, writing, speaking English, as well as taking on 
new roles and responsibilities,” Katelyn Clark expressed. 
"Some have moved into positions with more leadership, 
such as helping with other employees on the computers." 
Stephen Wood, Operations Manager agreed, “We have 
seen increased confidence, engagement and digital 
inclusion. Our business is transitioning to tablets and a lot 
more technology. This is allowing employees to have the 
confidence to want to jump in and learn it, and that could 
also increase their chances of career growth. It's been really 
beneficial.”

The results speak for themselves. Employees who once 
felt uncertain now step forward with confidence – ready to 
take on new roles, support their families, and engage more 
fully in their community. As Deann put it, “English gives 
me more freedom. I can do more for myself and for my 
children.”

For Brookwood Farms, the partnership is about more 
than workforce development; it’s about empowerment. 
For Chatham Literacy, it’s proof that when community 
organizations and local businesses come together, 
opportunities multiply.

Through dedication, support, and the courage of 
learners like Rosemary and Deann, the pathway to 
opportunity is clear – and that pathway starts with literacy.



Abimael, who everyone calls “Abi,” sits comfortably 
in a chair next to her Chatham Literacy tutor Lynett 
Tempest (“just call me Tempest”). They have worked 

together for three years. In that time, Abi has grown 
from someone with shaky English into someone who has 
become a U.S. citizen and who speaks her mind openly.

Abi's journey has not been easy or straightforward. She 
praises her parents for instilling a strong work ethic in her. “I 
have worked since I was seven years old,” she says, smiling 
proudly. Abi's first job in the U.S. was in New York, where 
she worked in a factory making fishing poles. She followed 
that with a stint in fast food. Several of Abi's relatives live in 
North Carolina, so she moved and got a job in the kitchen 
at Governors Club.

Early on, Abi considered studying to become a 
citizen but realized she had to learn English first. Tempest 
interjected, “Once Abi gets a plan into her head she 

doesn’t stop until she gets there.” She had previously left 
school in third grade in El Salvador, so going back to school 
as an adult was a huge step, but she was determined.

Abi heard about Chatham Literacy from coworkers 
who had taken classes with volunteer tutors and decided 
to reach out. She has never regretted taking that step. 
“The way Tempest teaches has helped a lot. Now I can 
ask questions at the clinic or at work.” Abi's children know 
Tempest and are proud of their mother’s efforts to learn. 
“Chatham Literacy gives you everything! All you have to 
bring is your willingness,” Abi says with a smile on her face.

Abi’s message to other potential learners is simple: 
”Don’t be afraid. This is an opportunity. You establish 
friendships, (nodding at Tempest), you learn so much. Talk 
to the people at Chatham Literacy. They changed my life.” 

■ �Make a financial gift, by mail or online at  
chathamliteracy.org/donate. 

■ �Become a sustainer with regular monthly donations 
through a credit card, debit card or ACH transaction.

■ �Make a charitable stock donation. This could allow you 
to avoid taxes on gains while also helping out Chatham 
Literacy. 

■ �Make a donation to meet your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from your IRAs/401ks.

■ �Include Chatham Literacy in your planned giving.

■ �Donate your time as a tutor! We offer both in-person and 
distance learning.

■ �Become engaged as a Board Director or Committee 
Member.

Take Action: Donate Today!
Thanks to your generosity, Chatham Literacy transforms lives through literacy. Here are ways you can continue to help. 

A Quest for Knowledge



Laura Valdez Escalante’s family came to California from 
Mexico when she was eight. Her father obtained 
a green card through a program developed in the 

1980s called State Legalization Impact Assistance Grants. 
It allowed individuals who were working in the U.S. without 
documents to obtain a permanent resident card. Slowly, 
the rest of the family was sponsored by him to obtain legal 
residence, which took many years.

Once Laura obtained her permanent resident status, 
she started to contemplate becoming a citizen. She admits 
that she got serious about taking classes and saving the 
money when the political climate began to change. Laura 
encouraged her sisters to start studying to become citizens 
as well. 

Laura went to high school in the U.S., but wanted 
to learn more than just the civics questions necessary to 
pass the test. She wanted to understand politics. Laura’s 
youngest daughter pushed her to pay attention to the 
news. “My daughter is really smart, and uses words and 
asks questions that I can’t answer sometimes.”

Laura discovered Chatham Literacy and soon started 
taking classes on Zoom with her tutor Joanne Caye. 

She chose Zoom so that she could be at home with her 
daughters while taking classes. She really liked learning 
beyond the test answers. Joanne laughed and added that 
Laura’s questions pushed her to broaden how she taught. 
“Laura wanted to know about the 14th Amendment, 
presidential immunity, state laws, how the Supreme Court 
works! It really kept me on my toes.”

On July 28, 2025, Laura became the first of her siblings 
to pass the citizenship test.“The examiner was so nice. 
He said I passed my interview with flying colors. He said I 
answered some questions correctly that most people get 
wrong!” She completed the Oath of Allegiance ceremony 
on August 22, 2025. A major goal in her life had been met.

“Everything is possible when you become a citizen,” 
Laura said. “Fight for what you want. Chatham Literacy 
gave me the tools I needed, and now I have more rights. 
People respect me more, and I finally have the power to 
vote.”

Congratulations, Laura!                                    

Take Action: Donate Today!
Thanks to your generosity, Chatham Literacy transforms lives through literacy. Here are ways you can continue to help. 

The Road to Having a Voice



Tutor Elaine Beck arrived at Chatham Literacy in 
2024, looking for a new opportunity to connect with 
her community. Recently retired, she was hoping to 

donate her time to a learning center. At Chatham Literacy, 
she discovered the Adult Goal-Based Education program 
and met her student, Rossilyn B. 

Referred by her grandmother, also a learner with 
Chatham Literacy, Rossilyn hoped to improve her reading 
and fluency skills. What she gained, however, was not 
only academic support but also a trusting relationship 
and an opportunity to develop her growing soft skills. 
For Elaine, “I thought I had retirement all figured out, 
but I didn’t. I’m finding that human connections are really 
important and valuable to your life. It has meant a lot to 
get to know Rossilyn.”

Rossilyn’s progress has been steady and inspiring. 
With Elaine’s patient guidance and encouragement, she 
not only improved her reading but also embraced the 
learning process. “I now feel confident reading out loud in 
a classroom setting,” Rossilyn shared. “I realize that other 
students also make mistakes, and not everyone is perfect. 
It’s ok to hit a bump or two.” Their sessions became a 
space where questions were welcome, mistakes were part 
of the journey, and growth was celebrated.

For Elaine, the experience has been equally 
meaningful. “She’s really made good strides. She’s 
progressed a lot.” Since working with Elaine, Rossilyn has 
become more composed in both classroom discussions 
and everyday conversations. Her growing confidence has 
allowed her to express herself more clearly, ask questions 
without hesitation, and actively participate in group 
settings. Now enrolled in Cosmetology classes, Rossilyn 
is applying the communication and critical thinking skills 
she’s developed through tutoring to her coursework and 
hands-on training. With each step forward, she’s gaining 
the knowledge and confidence needed to pursue her 
goal of earning a Cosmetology license and building a 
career she is passionate about.

Together, they represent what makes programs like 
Chatham Literacy so impactful: the power of connection, 
the importance of access to education, and the belief 
that you never stop learning. Whether it’s working on 
new vocabulary or preparing for a career, growth begins 
with opportunity and thrives with support. As Rossilyn 
continues toward her Cosmetology license, and Elaine 
continues to volunteer, their story reminds us that change 
often starts with a single step – and someone willing to 
walk alongside you. 

A Journey of Growth



* �Indicates 3+ years of giving

Julio and Lee Alberdi *
Mary Alexion
Natosha Anderson *
Beth Anderson *
Edwin and Paula Andrews
Susan Arrington *
Alan and Maureen Avakian *
Guadalupe Avellaneda
Todd and Sharon Bader
John and Holly Bailey
Caryl Barton
Paul and Sally Bassett
Joe and Diane Bastian *
Marilyn Beal
Roger and Rhoda Berkowitz
Hal and Mary Bernsen *
Catherine Betts
Binkley Baptist Church
Anne Bishop
Black Cat Shoppe
Neriah Boone
Linda Borkowski *
Molli Bot
Jennifer Boyce
Lily Brabble *
Patricia Bradley *
Jackson and Carolyn Breaks *
Joyce Brennan *
Janice Britson
Russell and Nancy Broaddus
Kathy Brommage *
Nancy Brown *
Joan Bullard
Howard and Kathy Bulluck *
Stephanie Butler
Ginny and Byrd Porter
Andrew Calman *
Matthew Calman
Kim Caraganis
Beth Carter
Joanne Caye *
Chapel in the Pines *
Chatham Habitat
Chatham Homes Realty *
Srobona and Lata Chatterjee
Taffy Chodorow
Kelly Clark Boldt *
Dianne Clinton *
Sara Colaianni *
Donald and Eunice Collins
Michael Connolly and Gae Whitener 
Marian Copeland
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Tom and Monica Craig *
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Dina Eisinger
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Machelle Erbin
Loyda Estrada *
Donna Fehrenbach
Bette-Burr Fenley *
William and JoAnne Findt
Renee Fink *
B. Fischley and L. Jorgenson 
Karen Fleming
Dan Freehling and Hilary Murray 
Cynthia Frost
Frances Fuller
Robert Gabor
Minnie Gallman *
Edgar and Cheryl Garvin *
Sarah Geer
Carol Genovese *
Ruth Gerber
Carol Gillham *
Sally Gillooly
Caitlin Gleissner
Daniel Graham *
Anne Granath *
Patricia Grebe *
Pickett Guthrie
Joe Hackney *
Jason and Dana Hackney
Diana Hales *
Fred and Nancy Hall *
Peter and Gillian Hare
Mary Harris *
Charles and Paula Head *
Laura Heise *
Cindy Henderson *
Barbara Hengstenberg *
Stacy Henkle *
Judith Henry *
Taylor and Catherine Hobbs *
Robert and Nancy Holden *
Lucia Holliday
Betty Homeier *
Mary Honeycutt *
Caroline Hornblow *
Karen Howard
Alice Hurley
Henry and Paula Hyman *
Nancy Jacobs
Rhonda Jean
Charles and Yvonne Jennette
Nancy Johnson
Paul Johnson and Kathleen Browning *
Anne Kachergis *
Richard and Sally Kahler *
David and Marion Kalbacker
Susan Kelemen *
Katherine Kenlan
Laura Kiley *

John and Gail King *
George and Laura King *
Jennie Knowlton
Mark Korell and Jane Mayberry 
Lisa Koucheki
Doris Krepp
Adrienne Lallo *
Lewis Lampiris
Elizabeth Lapadula
Deanna Larus
Donald and Marie Lauria *
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Jo Maeder *
Michael Mannshardt *
Allen and Rufina Marold
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Grinnell and Suzanne Morris
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Margarita Angel Muñoz
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Jim Nass *
Richard and Pam Naugle *
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Warren and Anna Newton
Benjamin Nguyen
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Jeff and Marian Olson *
David and Susan O'Neal *
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Sammy and Amy Ortiz *

Joe and Marcelle Pachnowski *
Jane Pahner *
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James and Nancy Polak *
William Polf and Robin Eisner 
Noreen Polus
Lucinda Poole
Linda Porter
Kathleen Portnow
Angela Privitere *
Cheryl  Queen 
Jennifer Quesenberry
Jean Renze-Eilers
Jessica Rigsbee
Karin Ritter *
Sy and Patricia Robbins *
Amanda Robertson
Duaive and Christine Robertson
Carrie Rogers
Angela Rosenberg
David and JoAnn Rubin *
Becki Rupp *
Frederick and Lori Salzmann *
Ronnie and Karen Sands
Kumar Sathy
Susanne Saunders *
Carolyn Schwartz *
Tamela  Schwerin *
David and Carol Sclove *
Robert and Susan Scott
Victoria Shea
Cindy Shea
Leslee Shell
Daniel and Doreen Shoemaker *
Steve and Denise Shurkus *
Katherine Singer
Lynn Smiley
Pam Smith
Rosalyn Smith
Cathy Somer *
Nathanael Sperger
Leonard and Sandy Spiegel
Linda Starkweather
Elizabeth Starr
Patricia Stokes
Paul and Leslie Strohm
Janet Strope
Han Su *
John and Bonnie Sullivan *
Dorothy Swartz

John Taylor and Leigh Dillard 
David and Lynett Tempest *
Liza Terll *
The Robert and Vivian Lamb Fund  
   of Triangle Community Foundation *
Barbara Toumbalakis
Lynda Turbeville *
Richard Tuttle and Susan Newell *
Sean and Alyce Twomey *
Tom and Laura Vanderbeck *
Marcia Vaughn
Marcie Ver Ploeg
John and Alida Vessey *
Randy Voller and Lesley Landis 
Selene Waldestran
Leigh Walker *
Harry and Barbara Walsh
Jennifer Walters
James and Jaclyn Walters *
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Bronwyn Watson
Ryan Weeks *
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Cynthia Wheaton and  
   Robert Wheaton III *
Tim and Lynn White *
Gloria Wilkins *
Alexander Williams
Cathy Wilson *
Beth Wortman
Sheryl Yarkosky *
Jeff and Melanie York
John and Linda Zaremba *
Allan and Lynn Zempel *
Mark and Elizabeth Zeringue *
Maggie Zychowski *
 
In Honor Of 
Susan Calman
Janet Jorgenson
Gill Keelan
Austin Lybrand and Margaret Tiano 
Wes and Vicki Newell
The Evaluation Group
 
In Memory Of 
Elaine Bartlett
Doris Betts
Sybil Clark
Helen Jane Dunlap
Walter and Fran Mears
 
A special thanks to Lacey Springs 
Designs for designing this report!

Thanks To Our Donors: July 2024 - June 2025

2024 - 2025 Board of Directors
Jim Nass, Chair	
Malinda Marsh, Vice-Chair
Kurt Liberatore, Treasurer
Noemi Mora Marcial, Secretary
Joanne Caye
Kelly Clark Boldt
Beth Coulombe	
Tom Craig
Alirio Estevez

Ray Ferrera
John Foley
Dan Freehling
Ed McCraw
Marian Olson
Jason Reed
Shvaughn Ross
Leslee Shell
Estefania Tourino



2024 Fall for Literacy Luncheon 
featuring Jill McCorkle

Bachelor's Degree
Mountaire Cares
O'Mara Landscaping  
   & Lawn Care

Associate's Degree
Baba Antique Wooden Floors
Duke Energy
Edward Jones
Galloway Ridge at Fearrington
Wren Foundation

High School Diploma
501 Pharmacy
Chatham Park
Kenny, Reynolds & Associates Physical Therapy
Lily Den Farms
McIntyre's Books
Tammy Severt Orthodontics
The Plant
The Sycamore at Chatham Mills

Media Sponsor:
Chatham Magazineb

2025 Spring for Literacy Luncheon 
featuring Marjorie Hudson

Master’s Degree:
Governors Club
Julie Cummins
Mountaire Cares

Bachelor’s Degree:
Galloway Ridge at Fearrington
O'Mara Landscaping & Lawn Care
Wren Foundation, Inc.

Associates’s Degree:
Baba Antique Wooden Floors
Carolina Meadows
Chapel Hill Toffee
Duke Energy
Edward Jones
Innovate Chatham

High School Diploma:
Brookwood Farms
Chatham Park
Citizens Bank
First Bank (Bennett & Pittsboro Branches)
Kenny, Reynolds, & Associates Physical Therapy
McIntyre's Books
Mosaic at Chatham Park
The Plant
PNC Bank
Randolph Electric Membership Trust
Tammy R. Severt, Orthodontics

Media Sponsor:
Chatham Magazine

Grantors
Bastian Family Foundation
Carolina Center for Public Service
Carolina Meadows
Central Electric Membership Trust
Central Pines Regional Council 
Chatham County
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Galloway Ridge at Fearrington 
Nora Roberts Foundation
Oak Foundation
Randolph Electric Membership Corporation

Silverback Foundation, Inc.
N.C. State Employees Combined Campaign
The Robert and Vivian Lamb Fund  
   of Triangle Community Foundation
United Way of Chatham County

Thanks to Our Grantors and Sponsors: July 2024 – June 2025

COMMUNITY 
PARTNER

Chatham Literacy is a United Way of Chatham County 
member agency and encourages participation in the 
current annual campaign.

Jill McCorkle Marjorie Hudson

919-742-0578
admin@chathamliteracy.org
chathamliteracy.org 

Office: 110 Village Lake Road, Siler City
Mail: P.O. Box 1696, Pittsboro, NC 27312

       Facebook.com/chathamliteracy         Instagram.com/chathamliteracy

Online at  
chathamliteracy.org/donate

Donate Now


