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Becoming Stronger -
A Year of Achievement
and New Opportunities

This year’s annual report is a reflection of
our achievements over the previous year.
It is also a celebration of our ability to
remain strong during this difficult COVID-
19 period.

We emerged from the pandemic and
returned to in-person tutoring services and
re-opened satellite tutoring sites. We also
continued the many improvements that
we implemented during the pandemic,
making Chatham Literacy a better com-
munity partner. For example, we now
provide:

distance learning as a service delivery
option,

a combined option of in-person and
distance learning,

virtual tutor training with in-person
options to meet individual needs,

in-service training and support to our
tutors through our Zoom platform,

mini educational webinars for our
learners through Facebook live stream.

During the past year we developed a three-
year strategic plan to provide direction
through 2025. Our board of directors and
staff engaged in in-depth work regarding
diversity, equity and inclusion. As we move

forward, we are committed to maintaining
cultural awareness and being deliberately
inclusive in everything we do.

We also gave significant attention to the
evaluation of our programs, improving
data collection and tracking methods
and the analysis of our services, making
modifications that support best practice.
One such modification was the addition of

a financial literacy pilot program that will
kick-off this fall.

Although we can't predict what the future
may bring, we are confident in our ability
to adapt to the needs of our learners and
the needs of our community.

| ask that you help us tell our story by
sharing this report with your friends and
neighbors. We are so thankful to our
donors and to those who give their time
in support of our students.

Thank you very much for your continued
support and for that of our volunteer tutors
and other volunteers. They are the heart of
our program and without them we could
not exist.

With your continued help, we will continue
to grow stronger together!

— Vicki Newell, Executive Director
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Chatham Literacy Staff Front left to right: Leslie Ocampo, Joselyn Villaserior, Loyda Estrada;
Back left to right: Vicki Newell, Janine Brignola and DJ Lynch. Photo by Bill Horner Il

Our Mission

Chatham Literacy helps adults, living or working

in Chatham County, N.C., acquire the

literacy and educational skills they need

to function successfully in society.

Our Vision
Chatham County will be a community
where everyone is literate.

Our Values

® Community e Cultural Competence
e Excellence e Focus on Students

e Sustainability e Our Colleagues



Classes at Farmers Alliance
Building Making a Difference

After starting work for the Hispanic Liai-
son, Elena Gonzalez, a dedicated Latina
leader, decided she wanted to improve
her English skills and contacted Chatham
Literacy.

Elena said that Chatham Literacy had
three advantages that made her want to
participate. She cited the quality of our
program, the possibility to study at a time
that suited her schedule, and a convenient
tutoring location.

Elena participates in the ESOL (English
for Speakers of Other Languages) class at

the Farmers Alliance building in downtown
Siler City. She appreciates that it is a com-
fortable space that invites learning and is
close to her office.

She also praises her tutor — Patricia Poe.
“Patricia is a creative, caring and patient
teacher who motivates me to learn and
grow,” Elena explained. “l am elated to
be improving my English and | am grateful
to Chatham Literacy for giving me this
opportunity.”
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Aidee and B standing in front of Aidee’s artwork, hanging in the Chatham Literacy office.

Meet Aidee Orozco,
an Inspiring Adult Learner.

Aidee Orozco is currently enrolled with
Chatham Literacy in the ESOL program.
She is an excellent student and is pro-
gressing quickly. As a result, Aidee’s
confidence also improved, allowing her
to excel at her other life passions.

She is highly accomplished. A wife and
mother of two, an artist, and a baker,
Aidee embraces her many talents while
giving back to her Siler City community.
She is known for her paintings, as well
as her highly crafted Mexican gelatins
and cookies that she bakes for family
and friends.

Aidee and her husband previously owned
a restaurant in Siler City. Her current goal

is to improve her English so she can better
market her artwork.

She is also considering creating a retail
clothing business, importing between
Mexico and the US.

As a part of volunteerism, she is planning
to paint murals for the Chatham Animal
Resource Center in Pittsboro.

An advocate for women, Aidee explained,
"It is about where women are going in the
future, and how they will get there. | can
show that in spite of a busy life with many
detours, nothing is out of reach for me.”



A
Proud
New
Citizen

Enrique Rojas met his wife, an American,
in Mexico. They fell in love, married, and
moved to New York in 2001.

Today, they live in Chatham County and
both are employed in the Chatham County
school system. They lead busy lives and
care for their three children. On March 28,
2022, Enrique became a U.S. citizen!

“It was a long road,” Enrique recalled. “It
took me 20 years to apply. But | love this
country. | wanted to do the right thing. |
was ready to take the next step.”

Enrique enrolled with Chatham Literacy
in 2021 to prepare himself for the U.S.
citizenship test and interview.

“I was lucky to be paired up with an amaz-
ing tutor,” explained Enrique. “Adrienne
Lallo helped me so much and was so
dedicated. She made all the difference in
the world.”

Enrique also was assisted by an additional
Chatham Literacy tutor, Debbi Carter.
She conducted mock interviews to help
Enrique get comfortable with the process.
He excelled in his studies and passed the
test and interview with flying colors.

Enrique’s citizenship swearing-in process
was bittersweet. Typically, friends and
family attend, but with COVID-19, he was
alone. His wife even had to wait in the car.
“l understood,” Enrique recalled. “We
celebrated at a restaurant afterward.”

Amanda (Enrique’s wife), a very busy
classroom teacher at Siler City Elementary
and mother of three, was so impressed by
Chatham Literacy that she has signed up
to be a tutor. “She wanted to help others
like I was helped,” Enrique explained. “My
wife always inspired me to be the best
| could be. Maybe she can now inspire
others as welll”

Partners on the Learning Trail

Tutor Debbi Carter says she is “in awe”
of the three students in her introductory
ESOL class at Nature Trail, a mobile home
community of mostly Latinx families.
"They are so committed and excited
about learning!”

This class is part of a pilot program which
takes the long-term Chatham Literacy —
Learning Trail working relationship to the
next level.

The Learning Trail is a volunteer-led
nonprofit born 15 years ago to provide
free programs to Nature Trail residents.
These programs offer early childhood
education, after-school tutoring, enrich-
ment activities and parent education.

Last year, Learning Trail President Kath-
leen Browning, asked the parents of the

Tutors Debbi Cartér (far left) and L_yne:—tte J'?mpes_t (far right) with seme of their students.

children they serve how The Learning Trail
could better serve them — what else did
they need to support and encourage their
children’s academic success?

The answer: English classes! Kathleen
reached out to Chatham Literacy, and we
partnered to provide English instruction to
nine parents. The Learning Trail provides
classroom space, childcare and snacks.
Chatham Literacy provides trained tutors
and free learning materials.

All involved — staff, tutors and students —
are equally committed to growing this
program. What's next? Current adult
students want to continue learning
English; while even more parents eagerly
wait to begin!
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Tutor Lily Brabble (far left) with her financial literacy class.

Becoming Money Smart -
Addressing Financial Literacy

In Chatham County, 18% of the residents
are spending more than theirincome and
16% of households are underbanked, using
alternate financial services such as check
cashing services. That's why Chatham
Literacy is adding financial literacy to the
community services we offer.

Chair of this pilot project, Kurt Liberatore,
said Chatham Literacy recognizes financial
literacy’s importance to the community. “It
touches nearly every aspect of a person’s
life,” said Liberatore. “It will prepare them
to face the hurdles along the way toward
financial well-being.”

This pilot project focuses on building
relationships with other organizations to
identify potential students.

We are partnering with the FDIC (Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation) to use
their Money Smart curriculum which pro-
vides a broad base of financial topics and is

adaptable to learners’ needs. We are also
part of the Money Smart Alliance, a group
of over 1,400 member organizations that
share information and best practices for
teaching the curriculum. In our community,
we are partnering with Head Start and
Second Bloom of Chatham County to
identify potential students.

Financial literacy pilot classes will be taught
at Head Start’s facility in Siler City this fall.

Kit Gruelle, Program Director for Second
Bloom said, “Learning how to manage
money will provide financial stability and
contribute to the independence of the
women we serve.”

Chatham Literacy will continue building
relationships with additional community
partners to meet the financial literacy
needs of Chatham County residents.

The Year in Numbers

149 10

adults served became U.S. citizens

70% 41

received instructional hours tutors volunteered

93% 3,000

received a combination instructional hours

of in-person instruction
7,200

& distance learning
total volunteer hours

95%

met one or more service goals

An equivalent value of

2022/21 Fiscal Year Expenditures:
$260,561

84¢ of every dollar
went directly toward services.



Thanks To Our Sponsors: July 2021 - June 2022

2021 Fall for Literacy
Luncheon, featuring
Cassandra King Conroy

Platinum sponsors:
Mountaire Farms, Inc.

Gold sponsors:
Duke Energy
Edward Jones
Wren Foundation

Silver sponsors:
Carolina Meadows
Retirement Community
Chatham News + Record
Chapel Hill Toffee
Reynolds & Associates Physical Therapy

Bronze sponsors:
Baba Antique Wooden Floors

Brookwood Farms
Chatham Park
Chatham Dental Arts
Severt Smiles

2022 Spring for Literacy
Luncheon, featuring
John Rosenthal

Platinum sponsors:

Governors Club
Mountaire Farms, Inc.

Gold sponsors:

Chatham News + Record
Edward Jones

Galloway Ridge at Fearrington
Wren Foundation

Silver sponsors:
Baba Antique Wooden Floors

Take Action: Donate Today!

Thanks to your generosity, Chatham
Literacy is transforming lives
through literacy. There are many
ways you can continue to help.

» Make a financial gift, online or by mail.

» Become a sustainer with regular
monthly donations through
your credit or debit card.

» Do you have highly appreciated
stock? We are now accepting charita-
ble stock donations! This could allow
you to avoid taxes on gains while
also helping out Chatham Literacy.

> Are you currently taking required
minimum distributions (RMD) from
your IRA/401K? Consider making
a qualified charitable distribution
to Chatham Literacy! This could
be a tax-efficient way to donate!

» Include Chatham Literacy
in your planned giving.

> Shop for literacy online through
AmazonSmile.com or iGive.com.

» Donate your time as a tutor through

either in-person or distance learning.

» Become engaged as a Board
Director or committee member.

Carolina Meadows
Retirement Community
Chatham Homes Realty:
Julie Cummins & Lonnie West
Duke Energy
Inez Pearson (in her honor)
Reynolds & Associates Physical Therapy

Bronze sponsors:

Chatham Homes Realty Triangle Team:
Katy McReynolds & Allie Russel

Chatham Park

Mill House Properties

Chatham Park

Severt Smiles

The Sycamore at Chatham Mills

a Fas £ ¥
Chatham Literacy staff and Event Committee
Members take a photo moment with author John
Rosenthal (center).

Media Sponsor:
Chatham Magazine
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Attendees at the 2021 Fall for Literacy Luncheon.

2021-22 Board of Directors

Linda Nalty, Chair; Malinda Marsh, Vice Chair;

Tim White, Treasurer; Pam Naugle, Secretary

Kelly Clark Boldt, Tom Craig, Alirio Estevez, Daniel Haithcox, Mary Harris, Kurt
Liberatore, Ed McCraw, Jim Nass, Susan Newell, Jason Reed, Audrey Schwankl

Chatham Literacy Committee Members

Beth Anderson, Maureen Avakian, Scott Cabe, B Demers, Drew Drain, Heather John-
son, Cyndi Harris, Larry Hicks, Teresa Keefner, Chris Kehrer, Dennis Nalty, Ed Neely,
Liza Terll, Eric Williams



July 2021 - June 2022

Thanks To Our Donors

Alan and Elizabeth Ahern*
Julio and Lee Alberdi*

Kay Allen

William Alston

Beth Anderson*

Natosha Anderson

Susan Arrington*

Ingram and Christie Austin*
Leah Austin*

Alan and Maureen Avakian
Laurie Badone

Helen Barnhardt*

Evelyn Barrow

Noah Becker

Mary Bernsen

Catherine Betts

Robert and Patricia Biggers
Fran Biggin

Bruce and Dianne Birch*
Mary Charles Blakebrough
Kelly Clark Boldt*

Neriah Boone

Elliot Bossen

Stephen Boyd and Katherine Hare
Lily Brabble*

Patricia Bradley

Jackson and Carolyn Breaks*
Kathy Brommage

Mary Brookhart

Kathleen Browning*

Tutor B Demers and Vicki Newell share about Chatham Literacy

Jennifer Browning

Howard Lee and Kathy Bulluck *
Jane Bultman

Jamie Burnett

Matt Calman*

Andrew Calman

Stuart and Harriet Cameron
Nick and Deborah Carter*
Joanne Caye*

Sean Caye

Beverly Chapin

Lata Chatterjee

Joonhyung and Desiree Cho
Irma Chriscoe

Catherine Clare*

William Clark Jr.*

Donald and Eunice Collins*
Josephine Corro

Michael and Joanne Cotter*
Tom Craig

Owen Crankshaw

Shannon Craven

Jim Crescenzi

Sheila Creth*

Vickie Crocker*

John and Julie Cummins*
Mary Cuni

Philip and Joan Currie

Ron and Rhoda Davis*

Beth Davis

at the Pittsboro Street Fair...scary!

Norma de St. Aubin

Denis and Margaret de St. Aubin*
B Demers*

Marsha Derynck

Robert and Christine DeVita*
Allan and Ellen Dickson
Michael and Meredith Dillon
Anne Dobson

Kathy Doherty*

Mike and Alice Donoghue
Kathryn Doster

Tom and Jan Droke

Beverly Dugan*

John Dykers

Michael and Laura Earle
Margie Emshoff

Alirio Estevez*

Karen Ewing

Bette-Burr Fenley

Bonnie Finkle*

Gloria Frank

Dan Freeling and Hillary Murray *
Frances Fuller

Minnie Gallman*

Carol Genovese*

Marcia Gest

Carol Gillham*

Lynn Glasser

Carol Goettman*

Daniel Graham

U
frder e L U e S

Tutors, students and staff celebrate International Women's Day.

Anne Granath*

Patricia Grebe

Donald Grosso*

Dana Hackney*

Joe Hackney*

Elizabeth Haddix*

Daniel Haithcox

Diana Hales*

Jennie Harris*

Mary Harris*

Barbara Harris

Charles and Paula Head*
Laura Heise*

Stephen and Susan Helmer
Barbara Hengstenberg
Stacy Henkle*

Judith Henry

Kimberly Hernandez

Harriet Herring*

Larry and Sue Hicks*
William Hicks and William Sadler *
Taylor and Catherine Hobbs*
David and Rausie Hobson
Robert and Nancy Holden*
Sue Ellen Holleman

Betty Homeier*

Jewel Hoogstoel

Michael and Caroline Hornblow*
Bill and Lee Ann Horner*
Karen Howard

Kris Howard*

Mary Howe

Sam and Anne Hummel
Paula Hyman

Nancy Jacobs

Joy Javits

Chris and Donna Jenkins
Paul Johnson

Judith Jones

Janet Jorgenson*

Jean Josephus

Anne Kachergis*

Richard and Sally Kahler*
Beth Kalb*

Teresa Keefner*

Kenneth and Christine Kehrer*
George and Laura King*
John and Gail King

Jack and Amber King

John and Rebecca Kirkland*
Frank and Anne Kissel*
Richard Knapp and Ronni Theeman
Sydnie Kunin*

Adrienne Lallo*

Robert and Vivian Lamb*
Lewis Lampiris

Kathryn Lane

Laura Lauffer*

Marie Lauria

Carleton and Emily Lee*
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Thanks To Our Donors

Bill and Nancy Leroy

Arnold and Annette Levine*
Kurt Liberatore*

Judi Lilley

David Lincoln

Kirstine Lindemann

Rossie Lindsey*

Susan Lipstein

Katherine Little*

Jane Long

Jeanne Lorio

Jim and Sue Lucas

Bob and DJ Lynch*

Carolyn Maddry

Jo Maeder

James and Kay Mann

Ellen Manning

Michael and Suzanne Mann-
shardt*

Allen Marold*

Gustavo and Donna Maroni*
Jim May*

Jane Mayberry

Kayla McCline

Edward and Connie McCraw*
Shirley McLaughlin*

Lee McLean*

James and Suzanne McMaster*
Roland and Katy McReynolds
Judith Meece

Laurane Mendelsohn
William and Sallie Milholen
Chip and Krista Millard*
David and Karen Mirkovich
Kori Mitchell

Marcia Moore

Grinnell & Suzanne Morris
Mary Morrow*

David and Susan Morton*
Judy Myer

Nancy Myers

Dennis and Linda Nalty*
James Nass

Richard and Pam Naugle*
Ed and Gail Neely

Wes and Vicki Newell*
Warren and Anna Newton
Robert Nycum*
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Chatham Literacy hosted a ‘Relaxation Station” at
Clydefest. Children’s author Dolly Sickles (center)
joined our efforts.

Jeffrey and Marian Olson
Annilee Oppenheimer
Sammy and Amy Ortiz*

Joe and Marcelle Pachnowski*
Jane Pahner*

Bettina Patterson*

Travis Patterson

Kent and Martha Pearson
Michael Pearson

Bob and Maggie Pearson*
Beth Pekarek

Linda Peters

Carol Phillips

Gary Phillips and llana Dubester
Jan Pittman

Skip Pohl and Bonnie Helms
James and Nancy Polak*
William Polf and Robin Eisner *
Angela Privitere

Valerie Proffitt

Meridyth Prouty

Lilian Pruett

Rosemary Pukal

Efrain Ramirez

Josephine Rand

Jason Reed

Mary Resch*

Dina Reynolds

Karin Ritter

Deon Roach

Sy and Patricia Robbins*
Eliza Robertson

Marcia Rogat*

Jeffrey Rogers*

John Rosenthal

Jean Rouleau*

David and JoAnn Rubin*
Rebecca Rupp

Lori Salzmann*

Rob Schick and Riki Shore
Kathleen Schneider

Jim and Anne Marie Schwankl
Jimmy and Audrey Schwank
Carolyn Schwartz*

Tamela Schwerin

David and Carol Sclove*
Kyle Shipp

Daniel and Doreen Shoemaker
Judith Stanton

Lynn Stephenson

Karen Strazza*

Paul Stiller and Joan Lipsitz *
John and Bonnie Sullivan*
David and Lynett Tempest*
Liza Terll*

Judy Thomas

Mary and Peter Thormann
Jeffrey Tidwell and Celia Reyes
Lynda Turbeville

Richard Tuttle and Susan Newell *
Alyce Twomey*

Rita Van Duinen

Sarah Van Name*

Tom and Laura Vanderbeck
John &Alida Vessey

Joselyn Villasefior

Kathryn Vollmer

James and Jaclyn Walters
Priscilla Ware

Bronwyn Watson*

Robert Webster

Frederick and Elizabeth Welfel*
Lonnie West

Robert and Cynthia Wheaton Il
Edwin White and Gwen Overturf
Kay White

Tim and Lynn White*

Jerry Whortan

Alexandra Wigdor

Betsy Wilkins*

Gloria Wilkins*

Eric Williams*

Susan Wisely

Beth Wortman*

Maggie Wyatt*

Sandra Phillips Yaggy*

Sheryl Yarkosky

Claude and Betty Jean Young*
John and Linda Zaremba*
Michael Zelek

Lynn Zempel*

Mark and Elizabeth Zeringue*
Elizabeth Zimmerman

John and Joan Zollinger Jr.*
Maggie Zychowski*

* indicates 3+ years of giving

Aspecial thanks to Lacey Springs
Designs for designing this report!

in Siler City.

Thanks To Our
Grantors

July 2021 - June 2022

Arthur Carlsen Fund of Triangle Community Foundation
Carolina Meadows Retirement Community
Central Electric Member Care Trust Inc.
Chatham County

Christ United Methodist Church

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Galloway Ridge at Fearrington

Nora Roberts Foundation

Oak Foundation

ProLiteracy Mobile Learning Fund

Randolph Electric Membership Corporation
Raymond J. and Mary C. Reisert Foundation
Siler City Rotary Charitable Fund

Silverback Foundation

State Employees Combined Campaign
Town of Siler City: CARES Act

United Way of Chatham County

Women of Fearrington

) .| COMMUNITY
" =>| PARTNER

Chatham Literacy is a United Way of Chatham County
member agency and encourages participation in the
current annual campaign.



