
THE YEAR IN 
NUMBERS

178 
adult learners 
were served

37 
improved their 

literacy by three 
grade levels

151 
(85%) 

achieved a personal/
short-term goal

10 
became U.S. citizens

8 
initiated the  

citizenship process

7 
got a job or 
promotion

5 
enrolled in a 

training program

71 
tutors worked 
with students

2,700
volunteer hours 

were logged
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We are proud of the many successes we achieved this 
past year.

At the end of the fiscal year, we had 71 tutors serving our 
many students. Our tutors are the lifeline of our organiza-
tion. It is these dedicated men and women who give their 
time to serve the needs of our students week after week. 
We are so proud of their efforts and their accomplishments.

To ensure that we follow best practice, we modified and 
enhanced our tutor training this past year. The free training 
includes an orientation session, shadowing, 10 hours of 
interactive training over three days, and the opportunity 
for tutors to meet their students.

We are pleased to report that we served 178 students this past 
year, making a difference for them as well as their families.

We now have an office in Siler City as the result of a 
partnership with Chatham Trades. We plan to expand our 
services in Siler City, where we have identified so many 
needs. Mid-year we welcomed Terri Buchanan as our 
Volunteer Coordinator and Loyda Estrada as our Student 
Coordinator. We appreciate the excellent work and service 
of Alisha McFadden and Manuel Colorado-Reyes, who left 
our organization last year.

Our success was made possible by the generosity of the 
many businesses, organizations, foundations and individu-
als who continue to support us.

In this report, you will be able to read about our major 

program areas. We hope you will take a few minutes to better 
understand our programs and our many accomplishments.

We look forward to even more achievements in the year 
ahead. We couldn’t do it without you!

Sincerely, Vicki Newell, Executive Director

Message from the Executive Director

The Chatham Literacy staff (clockwise from top left): Student 
Coordinator Loyda Estrada, Bookkeeper D.J. Lynch, Executive 
Director Vicki Newell, Volunteer Coordinator Terri Buchanan

Alicia Romo and Maria Pineda

English classes helping students 
to achieve their dreams

Opportunities for two Siler City 
women have expanded dramatically 
since they began taking Chatham 

Literacy’s English as a Second Language classes.

“I study English because it is important to me to help my children 
with their homework and to speak the language of my new country,” 
said Maria Pineda, a mother of two who moved here from Honduras 
in 2005. “In the past three years I have gotten my GED, and my sons 
and I have become U.S. citizens.”

Alicia Romo, originally from Mexico, has lived in Siler City for 20 years. 
She and her husband have three sons, the oldest of whom is now in the 
Marine Corps. Alicia earned her high school equivalency certificate in 
2013 and started a housekeeping business with a friend in 2014.

“We started with two customers. After working hard, we have 13 
homes now,” she said.

“English class has built my confidence in myself. I used to be too shy 
to speak English, but now I am much braver,” Alicia said. “My goal 

is to speak correctly and easily with my current 
customers – and the new ones I hope to get.”

Alicia and Maria both are giving back to 
Chatham Literacy by sharing their stories and 
successes in grant and public awareness presen-
tations. And both remain focused on improving 
their fluency through bi-weekly classes with 
longtime tutor Eunice Collins.

E N G L I S H  A S  A  
S E C O N D  L A N G U AG E



Former Chatham Literacy student excelling in college
Illness forced 
Katerina Sinha to 
drop out of high 

school, but it couldn’t keep her down. She 
earned her high school equivalency certificate 
in January 2015, won a Central Carolina Com-
munity College Foundation scholarship, and 
is now attending CCCC.

Katerina contracted the Epstein-Barr virus in 
ninth grade and was so far behind by her junior 
year that she decided to take time off to recover.

“After putting off finishing for years,” she said, 
she enrolled in CCCC’s high school equivalency 
program but needed some help to catch up. 

Instructor Randy Diller, who is a member of 
Chatham Literacy’s Board of Directors, and 
Chatham Literacy tutors Jo Drake, Ruth Nich-
olson and Craig Fairbrother helped her succeed.

“They all took a personal interest in the learn-
ing needs of each of us. This attitude gave the 
classroom a sense of encouragement, which 
helped us focus on improving rather than on 
what we were lacking,” she said.

Katerina’s goal is to study cognitive psychology 
and become a college professor so that she can 
spend her life “in an atmosphere that exists for the 
purpose of gaining and spreading knowledge.”

It’s never too late to learn the basics
Chatham Lit-
eracy’s Adult 
Basic Education 

program offers a safe and confidential learn-
ing environment for adults who lack the most 
fundamental reading and writing skills.

Through private one-on-one tutoring, these 
students – who typically join us at a fourth-grade 
level or less – are able to achieve important 

personal goals, such as reading to their grand-
children or advancing on the job.

For one student, the initial focus was simply to 
read and write. “Motivation drove the three of us 
— the pupil, the reading instructor, and me, the 
writing instructor,” said tutor Ruth Nicholson.

“After a few weeks he was able to read his work 
orders and street signs, and he felt accomplished,” 

she said. “Now he is able to independently write 
a paragraph and is feeling very successful, as are 
his instructors!”

In just nine months, our student had improved 
his literacy by three grade levels and earned a 
free laptop computer for his achievement. And, 
said Ruth, the prospect of earning a high school 
equivalency diploma “is fast becoming one of his 
once-unbelievable goals!”

H I G H  S C H O O L 
E Q U I V A L E N C Y

A D U LT  B A S I C 
E D U C AT I O N

P R O F I L E : 
K E Y  P A R T N E R

P R O F I L E : 
K E Y  D O N O R

Galloway Ridge at Fearrington
Chatham Literacy 
is very fortunate to 
have a long-term 

partnership with Galloway Ridge at Fearrington.

“Part of our mission has always been to add value 
and enrich the lives and well-being of those in 
the greater community,” said Kathy Turner, 
Galloway’s Director of Human Resources. “The 
Chatham County Literacy Council helps us to 
accomplish this goal.”

A number of Galloway Ridge residents have 
become tutors, instructing students in the com-
munity’s conference rooms and other facilities. 

The students are Galloway Ridge employees who 
attend classes before or after work.

“Our employees’ expanding communication 
skills have made it much easier for them to 
understand their work duties and responsibilities 
and to perform those duties,” Kathy said. “But 
we are also pleased that these increased abilities 
to read, write and speak have empowered these 
employees to improve the lives of themselves and 
their families.”

Last year 17 employees were tutored by 15 
volunteers, nine of whom were Galloway Ridge 
residents.

R. B. Fitch, Fitch Creations Inc.
R.B. Fitch, a native 
of Chapel Hill and 
a graduate of UNC, 

began Fitch Creations Inc. in 1960. He bought 
farmland in Chatham County in 1974 and began 
developing Fearrington Village with his unique 
vision. The original farmhouse and outbuildings 
now hold the shops and restaurants of the Village 
Center, and more than 1,200 families call Fear-
rington Village home.

R.B. has been a trustee of the North Carolina 

Nature Conservancy and is past chairman of the 
North Carolina Botanical Garden Foundation. 
In addition, he has been a long-time generous 
supporter of literacy causes.

“If you can’t read and write effectively, you are 
handicapped for life,” R.B. said.

“Years ago, you could probably get by if you 
weren’t literate. But today we are too technologi-
cally advanced,” he said. “I support the Chatham 
County Literacy Council because there is a real 
need here that must be served, and I know they 
make a difference.”

Galloway Ridge employee Leandro Vivas-Salgado and 
tutor John Sullivan

Katerina Sinha receives her high school equivalency 
diploma.

R.B. Fitch (right) and Bruce Birch, president of the 
Chatham Literacy Board of Directors



GR ANTORS
•  Arthur Carlsen Charitable Fund of 
Triangle Community Foundation 

• Carolina Meadows
•  Central Electric Member Care 
TRUST Inc.

• Chatham County
• Christ United Methodist Church
• Dollar General Literacy Foundation
• Herman Goldman Foundation
• ProLiteracy National Book Fund
• Siler City Rotary Charitable Fund
• United Way of Chatham County

INDIV IDUAL DONORS
• Elizabeth Ahern
• Sue Aiken
• Mary Alexion
• Alice & Lance Buhl Fund of TCF
• Theodora Anastaplo 
• Anonymous
• Ken & Andi Auman
• Jean Barber
• Linda Barnard
• Evelyn Barrow
• Joseph & Diane Bastian
• Andrea Batche
• Roger & Rhoda Berkowitz
• Dolores Bilangi
• Bruce & Dianne Birch
• Samantha Birchard
• Ed & Carolyn Bonahue
• Linda Borkowski
• Shirley Boychuck
• Kirk & Patricia Bradley
• Herb & Karen Braham
• Carol Brainard
• Jack & Carolyn Breaks
• Paula Breen
• Lauren Brewer
• Susan Bridgers
• Sandy & Claire Brown
• Karen Brown
• Howard & Patricia Brubaker
• Andrew Buchanan
• Theresa Buchanan
• Lance & Alice Buhl
• Alice & Lance Buhl Fund of TCF
• Jane Bultman
• Nancy Butterworth
• Beverley Cairns
• Susan Calman
• Amelia Carew
• Sarah Carr
• Pam Caruso
• Joanne Caye
• Victoria Chall
•  James Charton & Yvonne Petitmarie
• Richard Chase
• Judy Chernick
• Irma Chriscoe
• William Clark Jr.
• John & Kimberly Clarke
• Peter & Susan Coker
• Jerome & Virginia Cole
• Manuel Colorado-Reyes
• William & Charlotte Cooney
• Alane Coore
• Judith Corley-Lay
• Michael & Joanne Cotter
• Elizabeth Craven
• Julie Cummins
• Mary Cuni
• Thom & Julie Dasher
• Rhoda Davis
• Deborah Day
• Elizabeth Delery
• Jason & Susan Dell
• Sammie Dellinger
• Linda Denton

• Elizabeth Dickens
• Randy Diller & Linda Stein
• Anne Dobson
• Beverly Donaldson
• Mike & Alice Donoghue
• Brenda Dowling
• Katie Downs
• Harrington & Ann Drake
• Joanne & David Drake
• Thomas Droke
• Lisa Dyson
• Dolores Early
• Clyde & Kristina Edgerton
• Robert & Rose Elliott
• Paul & Pat Elstro
•  Doug Emmons & Joanne Palaskas
• Margie Emshoff
• Barbara Ewend
• John & Marty Fahlberg
• Teresa Farrell
•  James Farrington &  
Marian Copeland

• Bette-Burr Fenley
• Robert & Mary Fick
• Renee Fink
• Bonnie Finkle
• Russell & Mary Jo Flowers
• Anna Fowler
• Dan Freehling
• Eugenie Frick
• Gail Smith
• Dr. William Garlick
• Denise Garner
• Gary Gaulden & Jill Randel
• Carol Gillham
• Carol Goettman
• Robert & Patricia Goetz
• Sue Goldhagen
• Vince & Nancy Grace
• Daniel Graham
• Dan Graham & Ellen Peirce
• Edward & Joan Greene
• Mary Gregory
• Joe Hackney
• Dana Hales
• Joe & Edith Hammond
• Beverly Hanly
• Barbara Harris
• Karen Havighurst
• Paula Head
• Woodard Heath
• Laura Heise
• Richard Helgans
• Jan Hermans
• Judy Herndon
• Stephanie Herrera
• Harriet Herring
• Thomas Hill
• Jackson Hitchcock
• Joshua Hockensmith
• Nancy Holden
• Betty Homeier
• Jewel Hoogstoel
•  Michael & Caroline Hornblow
• Carmen Howe
• Cleta Howell
• David & Sally Hubby
• George & Katharine Hunt
• Bill & Beth Hurd
• Barbara Irwin
• Richard & Joan Isabel
• Nancy Jacobs
• Florence Johnson
• Janet Jorgenson
• Jacqueline Katz
• Ken & Christine Kehrer
• Mary Kerrigan
•  Lawrence Kessler &  
Bonnie Bechard

• Adrienne Kittle
• Gus & Karen Kolias
• Helen Kotsher

• Leonard & Ruth Kreisman
• Craig & Sara Lambert
• George Lankevich
• Constance Larcher
• Estelle Laster
• Laura Lauffer
• Brenda Lazarus
• Dorothy Lebeau
• Carleton & Emily Lee
• Diana Lehrburger  
•  Andrew Levin & Jann Westfall
• David Lindeman
• Rossie Lindsey
• Susan Lipstein
• Katherine Little
• Thomas & Sharon Livingston
• Beverly Long-Chapin
• David & Doris Luening
•  Mark Luftig & 
Linda Stryker-Luftig

• Don & Marilyn Lummus
• Denise Lynch
• William Maher
• Michael Mannshardt
• Jeremy Marcotte
• Gustavo & Donna Maroni
• Linda Mason
•  Gregory & Margaret Masterson
• Louise Masurat
• Jim May
• Ed & Connie McCraw 
• Gilda McDaniel
• Alisha McFadden
• Patricia McFeely
• James & Suzanne McMaster
• Jack & Beverlee McNeil
• Katie McReynolds
• Walter & Fran Mears
• Genevieve Megginson
• George Meinig Jr.
• Clifford & Rose Meltzer
• Andrew & Bonnie Melville
• Dorothy Meriwether
• Krista Millard
• Tracy Miller
•  William & Gretchen Mordecai
• Michelle Morehouse
• Peter & Suzanne Morris
• Rosalie Morris
• Mary Morrow
• Susan Morton
• Mia Munn
• Randy & Rusty Myer
• Wes & Vicki Newell
• Warren Newton
• Ruth Nicholson
• Jeanne Niederer
• Helen Nycum
• Lynn Ogden
• Sammy & Amy Ortiz
• Terry Parsons
• Renee Paschal
• Bettina Patterson
• Charles & Virginia Pearce
• Martha Pearson
• Amy Pilkington
• Katherine Pinard
• Shawn Poe
• David & Patty Poe
• Skip Pohl & Bonnie Helms
• Cindy Poindexter
• Farrel Potts
• Katharine Racine
• Elizabeth Raft
• Michael & Maria Rastenis
• Jennifer Rehm
• Ivan Remnitz
• Dina Reynolds
•  Trey & RamonaLisa Robertson
• Suzanne Robinson
• Brenda Rogers

• Jeffrey Rogers
• Matt Runci
• Vicki Russell
• Mary Sabouh
• Paul Sacca
• Lynn Sadler
• Lori Salzmann
• Evelyn Savitzky
• Gloria Schrader
• Lorelei Schryer
• John & Catherine Schwab
• David Sclove
• Elizabeth Sher
• Kevin & Jenni Sherwood
• Hayes & Annie Shimp
• Daniel & Doreen Shoemaker
• Robert & Winifred Simmons
• Jim Sink
• Caroline Skelton
• James & Jamie Skinner
• David & Zuzana Smith
• Edward & Carol Smithwick
• Paul Stiller & Joan Lipsitz
• Joanne Stoller
• Karen Strazza
• John & Bonnie Sullivan
• David & Nancy Tarr
• Elizabeth Tate
• Liza Terll
• The Carlson Family Foundation
• Robin Thompson
• Roy & Donna Thornton
• Hope Thornton-Koonce
• Frances Tillson
• Vince & Martha Tollers
• Bruce & Carol Tomason
• Doug Trimble

• Sean & Alyce Twomey
• Jack & Evelyn Ullman
• Faye Van Oyen
• Thomas & Laura Vanderbeck
• Diane Vannais
• Karen Vernon
• Daryl Walker
• Kent & Dawn Wang
• Thomas Wasileski
• Bronwyn Watson
• Nan Weiss
• Robert & Leona Weiss
• Irwin & Ellen Welber
• Elizabeth Whitsel
• Avis Wiley-Bell
• Robert & Gloria Wilkins 
• John & Gwen Williamson
• Elizabeth Wilson
• Ray Wilson & Corey Waters
• Susan Wisely
• Sarah Witherspoon
• Elizabeth Wood
• June Woodall
• Paul & Barbara Woods
• John & Cathy Wright
• David Yale
• James & Jean York
• Claude & Betty Jean Young
•  Richard Zansitis & 
Suzanne Mitchell

• John & Linda Zaremba
• Jack & Joan Zollinger 
• Maggie Zychowski

T H A N K S  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

COMMUNITY 
PARTNER

Nationally acclaimed 
author, Jill McCorkle, 
reads from her book, 
“Life After Life”, at 
the 2015 Spring for 
Literacy luncheon.

PLATINUM SPONSOR
• R.B. Fitch
SILVER SPONSOR
•  Godsey & Gibb 
Wealth Management

BRONZE SPONSORS
• Evelyn Barrow
• Duke Energy
•  Galloway Ridge 
at Fearrington

•  Terry Parsons 
Interior Design

• Anonymous

FRIEND SPONSORS
• Baba Antique Wooden Floors
• Cackalacky
• Carolina Meadows
•  Chatham Economic 
Development Corporation

•  Duke Center for Living 
at Fearrington

• Les and Grace Ewen
• Jewel Hoogstoel
• Carl and Edna Newell
• Bettina Patterson
• Robert and Gloria Wilkins
• Anonymous 

2015 Spring for Literacy Sponsors
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Students seek active roles in the community
Assimi lat ion. 
Acceptance. Par-
ticipation. Voice. 

Those are the primary goals of students 
taking Chatham Literacy’s citizenship 
classes.

In the last fiscal year, 10 of our students 
became U.S. citizens, joining 50 others 
who achieved that goal in recent years. 
Another eight students started the 
naturalization application process last 
year, and we anticipate many more will 
join them in anticipation of voting in the 
2016 presidential election.

In addition to taking weekly classes that prepare them for the citizenship test, students also are 
learning the importance of being informed voters and the variety of ways they can effectively 
engage in their communities.

“As a result of the class, they feel empowered,” said Executive Director Vicki Newell. “They know 
they have a voice and a right to use that voice. It’s life-changing.”

Chatham County Literacy Council 
919-742-0578
admin@chathamliteracy.org
Office address
909 Alston Bridge Road, Siler City
(in the Chatham Trades building)

Mailing address
Chatham County Literacy Council
P.O. Box 1696, Pittsboro, NC 27312

Mission statement
Chatham Literacy helps adults, living or 
working in Chatham County, N.C., acquire 
the literacy and educational skills they need 
to function successfully in society.

facebook.com/chathamliteracy twitter.com/chathamliteracy www.chathamliteracy.org

C I T I Z E N S H I P

Be a Friend  
of Chatham Literacy
Thanks to the generosity of people like you, 
Chatham Literacy is expanding its free adult 
literacy programming and helping more and 
more adult learners each year. Here are some 
ways that you can help. All donations are 
tax-deductible.
•  MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE FINANCIAL GIFT 
by mail to Chatham Literacy, P.O. Box 1696, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312; online at www.chathamliteracy.org or 
through planned giving

•  DONATE SUPPLIES: Provide pens, pencils, 
notebooks, calculators, dictionaries and other 
educational supplies for students.

•  DONATE SPACE: Share safe classroom space in 
your business, church or agency.

•  SHOP FOR OUR CAUSE! Shop online through 
AmazonSmile.com and/or iGive.com and they will 
donate a percentage of the price of your eligible 
purchases to the Chatham County Literacy Council – 
at no extra cost to you!

FY2014 -15 EXPENSES 
$95,991

Direct Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $81,372
Management/General . . . . . . . . $13,483
Fundraising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,136

1% 

85% 

14% 

Bruce Birch, President
Vince Grace, Treasurer
Fran Mears, Secretary

Lance Buhl
Randy Diller

Doug Emmons
Julia Herbon

Jewel Hoogstoel
Christine Kehrer
Sara Lambert

Joan Lipsitz
Ed McCraw
Vince Tollers
Evelyn Ullman

2014 -15 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tutor Dan Freehling teaches a citizenship class.

• Al’s Diner
• Amazon Smile Foundation
• Bean & Barrel
• Bella Donna Italian Restaurant
•  Boys and Girls Club of 
Western Chatham

• Bynum Front Porch  
• Carolina Meadows
•  Central Carolina Community 
College-Pittsboro

•  Central Carolina Community 
College-Siler City

• Chapel in the Pines
• Chatham Business Services LLC
•  Chatham Child  
Development Center

• Chatham Community Library

•  Chatham Economic  
Development Corporation

• Chatham Education Foundation
• Chatham Habitat for Humanity
• Chatham Hospital
• Chatham Reads Collaborative
• Chatham Trades
• Child Care Networks
• Christ United Methodist Church
• Circles Chatham
• City Tap
•  Communities in Schools of  
Chatham County

• ExxonMobile Foundation
•  Family Violence &  
Rape Crisis Services

•  First United Methodist Church, 
Siler City

• Galloway Ridge at Fearrington
•  Governors Club –  
Toast of Governors Club

• Hart Palmer Design
• Wayne and Pam Herndon
• JobLink Career Center
• Jordan Matthews High School
• Lynn Hayes Properties
• McIntyre’s Books
• Nature Trail
•  N.C. National Guard Armory, 
Siler City

•  Pittsboro Roadhouse 
and General Store

• Southern Landscape and Design
• The Hispanic Liaison
• Wren Memorial Library

Valued partners help raise literacy awareness
We appreciate these businesses and organizations for helping promote literacy in Chatham 
County. By collaborating, providing meeting space, making referrals and hosting promotional 
events, they make it possible for us to serve students across the county.

“One day I want to know enough English to learn keyboarding 
and stop working at (a fast food restaurant). And next year 

I want to read a story in English to my son's class!”
—Maribel, ESL student


