
Message from the Executive Director

This is a time of growth and opportuni-
ties for the Chatham County Literacy 
Council. We served 21% more adult 

learners and engaged 29% more volunteers as 
tutors in 2011-12 than in the year before. We 
look forward to expanding our services in the 
year ahead.

Throughout 2011-12, Chatham Literacy offered 
one-on-one tutor-student matches at convenient 
sites around the county and group classes at 
eight locations: Carolina Meadows, Galloway 
Ridge, North Chatham Elementary School, the 
Pittsboro and Siler City campuses of Central 
Carolina Community College, and Iglesia 
Bautista La Roca, Cateland Apartments and 
First United Methodist Church in Siler City.

Our programming consisted of two year-round 
citizenship classes, year-round participation in 
GED classes at the community college and five 
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, 
plus individual instruction in basic literacy, 
ESL and citizenship.

In partnership with Carolina Meadows, 
we developed and piloted a Lunch & Learn 
program to recruit employees for tutoring ser-
vices. The program was a great success, and we 
intend to build on it with other communities 
and businesses in the county.

We now have two people accredited as tutor 
trainers by ProLiteracy, a national organiza-
tion that supports, promotes and advocates 
for adult literacy. We trained 41 new tutors in 
the past year.

Creating awareness of our services, our agency 
and the state of literacy in Chatham County 
also has been a priority. We participated in 
several community events, including Day of 
the Book in Siler City, a health fair in Moncure, 
annual street fairs in Goldston and Pittsboro, 
and job/career fairs organized through the 
community college.

We also raised our profile by securing office 
space at the JobLink Center on Central Caro-
lina Community College’s Pittsboro campus. 
Drop by and see us any Monday or Wednesday 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

The 2012 Spring for Literacy Luncheon raised 
a record $16,100. Nearly 180 people attended 
the event, which featured author Jay Tunney, 
the son of heavyweight boxing champion Gene 
Tunney. We will take the next year off from 
Spring for Literacy, so be on the lookout for 
other ways to be involved!

Because Chatham Literacy is funded solely 
through grants and donations, I hope that 
reading about our dedicated students and vol-
unteers will inspire you to make a contribution 
to sustain and expand our successful programs. 
Your donation, no matter the amount, will help 
break the cycle of poverty by ensuring that adult 
learners have access to the reading, writing and 
speaking instruction they need to qualify for 
better jobs and to build better futures.

We appreciate your support.

Vicki Newell, Executive Director 
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Executive Director Vicki Newell (right), with Bookkeeper DJ Lynch, Student Coordinator 
Manuel Colorado-Reyes and Tutor Coordinator Alisha McFadden

Lunch & Learns enrich 
Carolina Meadows’ 
employees and residents
Residents and employees at Carolina 
Meadows have proven that lunch and 
literacy go hand in hand.

They were part of a pilot Lunch & Learn 
project that introduced employees with 
limited English skills to Chatham Lit-
eracy’s programming, trained residents to 
be adult tutors, then connected employees 
and residents into on-site tutoring part-
nerships. The four-session pilot led to 13 
employee-resident matches.

Now Carolina Meadows is building on 
that success by providing funding, space 
and food for a new Lunch & Learn series 
as well as a two-part tutor training for 
residents. It also is advancing the shared 
project by making it possible for employ-
ees to attend one hour of tutoring as part 
of their paid work week.  

Each Lunch & Learn session lasts 30 
minutes and provides information on a 
subject of specific interest to participants, 
such as understanding their child’s report 
card, managing money, voting or com-
municating with a doctor.

Chatham Literacy plans to expand 
the Lunch & Learn program to other 
communities and businesses across the 
county. For information on how you can 
partner with us, contact Vicki Newell at 
919-542-6424.

Tutor Nancy Jacobs leads a Lunch & 
Learn session on highway safety.
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Laptop program boosts students’ success
Adult learners have more incentive than ever to 
achieve their goals. 

Now, in addition to satisfaction and improved 
skills, success will earn them laptop computers 
of their own.

The pilot project, which runs through next June, 
is funded by grants from the Dollar General 
Literacy Foundation, Chatham County and the 
Triangle Community Foundation’s Community 
Grantmaking Program.

Chatham Literacy is able to buy refurbished 
laptops for just $80 each from the United Way’s 

Teaming for Technology program.

Each student will receive a laptop loaded with 
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint for 
accomplishing two things:
•  �Achieving one long-range goal, such as attend-

ing 90% of all scheduled tutoring sessions for 
at least nine months, achieving a one-level 
increase in English or literacy competency, 
or obtaining a GED diploma, citizenship, job 
promotion or driver’s license, and

•  �Completing basic computer training.

Chatham Literacy’s goal is to continue the pilot 
project as an ongoing program.

Literacy is a family priority for the Ocampos
Telesforo Ocampo didn’t 
speak a word of English 
and had never been to 
school when he signed 
up for citizenship classes 
two years ago. Since then 
he has become a U.S. 
citizen, voted and started 
reaching for a third goal: 
his commercial driver’s 
license.

Telesforo’s path to suc-
cess hasn’t been easy – he 
learned the day after 
receiving his citizenship 
that the chicken feed plant 
where he worked was clos-
ing. But he maintained a 
positive attitude and con-
tinued to take ESL classes 
in Siler City.  Now he’s confident he can pass the test and get a job as a commercial truck driver.

Telesforo’s wife and sister, Maria and Santana, also have taken ESL classes and become citizens. 
His 21-year-old daughter Nancy was matched with a tutor and has achieved one of her dreams: 
getting a driver’s license. Now that she can drive to school, she is attending community college 
classes. 

Being part of Chatham Literacy’s ESL program also made Telesforo and Maria better able to 
help their daughter Leslie with her college applications. They proudly report that she’s now 
attending UNC-Greensboro.

New voters: Telesforo Ocampo (center, in hat), Humberto 
Navarro and Nancy Ocampo were part of a group of 12 
Chatham Literacy students who went to their polling place 
together to cast their first votes. They were all students in Bonnie 
Bechard’s citizenship class in Siler City.

“I work at car wash. I 
dry cars. I wash tires. 
It is cold. We study 
money and credit 
cards in my English 
class. My boss make 
me cashier. I am 
inside. I am warm. I 
make more money.” 

– Urbi R.

Why Literacy Matters

“The English classes 
have made me feel 
confident and safe.” 

– Xochitl S.

Board member and 
tutor Gloria Wilkins 
shares information 
about Chatham 
Literacy with families 
participating in the 
Day of the Book in 
Siler City.
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Donations and grants make Chatham Literacy programs possible
FY2011-12 Expenditures: $70,024 FY2011-12 Funding: $70,024

Note: $13,267 in FY2012-13 grant funding was 
received before the end of the 2011-12 fiscal year 
and will be reflected in the FY2012-13 funding and 
expenditures reports.
*The Funding balance does not reflect a balance 
of $6,211 in Chatham Literacy's Reserve account.

2011-12 Grantors and  
Support Organizations
• �Arthur Carlsen Charitable 

Foundation of Triangle 
Community Foundation
• Bennett Family Foundation
• Carolina Meadows
• Chatham County
• �Christ United Methodist 

Church
• �Dollar General Literacy 

Fund 
• �Herman Goldman  

Foundation
• �ProLiteracy National Book 

Fund
• �Triangle Community 

Foundation’s Community 
Grantmaking Program
• �United Way of Chatham 

County
• Wish You Well Foundation
• Women of Fearrington

Business & Community 
Supporters 
• Al’s Diner
• Bean & Barrel
• Belk
• Carolina Ballet
• Carolina Tiger Rescue
• CCCC Sculpture Studio
• �Chapel in the Pines  

Presbyterian Church
• Flyleaf Books
• �Duke Center for Living at 

Fearrington
• Deep Dish Theater
• Governors Club
• Harris Teeter
• Jean Josephus Hair Design
• Karen Casey Fused Glass
• Lowes Foods
• North Carolina Symphony
• Tarantini Italian Restaurant
• �The Grove Park Inn Resort 

and Spa
• The Inn at Celebrity Dairy
• The Umstead Hotel and Spa
• Triangle Boat Tours
• Vietri
• �UNC Wellness Center at 

Meadowmont
• University of North Carolina

Individual donors
• John & Jean Adams
• Lee Anderson 

• Walt Avery
• John & Joan Baer
• Peter & Jo Baer
• Mary Barron
• Morton & Evelyn Barrow
• Joseph & Diane Bastian
• �Bonnie Bechard &  

Lawrence Kessler
• Roger & Rhoda Berkowitz
• Dolores Bilangi
• Bruce & Dianne Birch
• Sara and Richard Bird
• Beverly Bland
• Pat Bodoh
• Mary Boone
• Karen Bottomley
• �Frederick & Elizabeth 

Bowman
• Shirley Boychuck
• Carolyn Breaks
• Paula Breen
• Sandy & Claire Brown
• Andrew Buchanan
• Lynne Buck
• Judith Burke 
• Timothy Cage
• Madeline Cains 
• Susan Calman
• John & Pam Caruso
• Joanne Caye
• Gillian Cell
• Robert Chapman
• Ann Chas
• Richard Chase
• Kyle Clements
• Betty Cohen
• Shirley Colagrossi
• Ginny Cole
• Eunice Collins 
• Ed and Nina Comiskey 
• �William &  

Charlotte Cooney
• Dorothy Corcoran
• Elisabeth Corley 
• Judith Corley-Lay
• Lucy Cornett
• Mike & Joanne Cotter
• �Wygant &  

Sherry Courter III
• Robbie Cox 
• Sally & Julie Crowe
• Julie Cummins
• Barbara Currin
• John Custer

• Norene Daly
• Sue Dates
• Nancy Davis
• Rhoda Davis
• Letty Degaetano
• Donovan Diehl
• �Mr. & Mrs. Robert  

Donaldson
• Alice Donoghue 
• Brenda Dowling
• Kate Downs
• Christina Eastman
• Ronni Ebbers
• Connie Eble
• Victoria Ekstrand
• Betty Lou Ellis
• Margie Emshoff
• Les & Grace Ewen
• Barbara Ewend
• Marty Fahlberg
• Nancy Ferguson
• Carol Feurer
• Paul Finkel
• Bonnie Finkle
• Patricia Fishburne
• Melrose Fisher
• Roy Fitch 
• Kimberly Flair
• Richard & Ruth Flannelly
• Joyce Frank
• Janyth Fredrickson
• Eugenie Frick
• Fun-Doers
• Rhoda Gaba
• Ann Gabor
• Donna Galer 
• Bill & Ellie George
• Carol Gillham
• Pat Grebe
• Joan Greene
• Phyllis Greene
• Mr. & Mrs. Edward Greene
• Forrest Greenslade
• Mary Gregory
• Jane Gribben
• Katherine Griffith
• Carole Gunn
• Elizabeth Haddix
• Joe & Edith Hammond
• Heidi Harkins
• Margaret Hatcher
• Paula Head
• Woodard Heath Jr.
• Cynthia Heinz 

• Laura Heise
• Heidi Herkins
• Jan Hermans
• Joshua Hockensmith
• Cheray Hodges 
• Dennis Holland 
• Bruce & Sallie Holmberg
• Jewel Hoogstoel
• Donald & Carol Hoskins
• Jane Hubbard
• Joyce Huffines
• Carolyn Hunter
• Henry Huse 
• Whitney Irwin
• Theresa Isley
• Derrick Ivey
• Charles Johnson
• Charlotte Johnson
• Florence Johnson
• Marilyn Jonas
• Cynthia Jones
• Nina Jones
• Sally Kahler
• William & Noreen Kane
• Joan Kastel
• Penny Keenan
• Carol Kelly
• Mary Kerrigan
• Martha Kircher 
• Sally Kost
• Helen Kotsher
• Linda Ladwig
• Lee Laidlaw
• Sara Lambert
• Henry & Betty Landsberger
• Laura Lauffer
• Brenda Lazarus
• Carleton & Emily Lee
• Romona Leftwin
• Lois Legge
• Diana Lehrburger 
• Judith Lilley 
• David Lindeman 
• Roy Lindholm
• Susan Lipstein
• Sharon Livingston
• Beverly Long Chapin
• Marilyn Lummus
• Karen Lyons
• Hanson Malpass 
• Christine Manfroy
• �Gregory &  

Margaret Masterson
• Paul & Janet McCarthy 

• Kenton McCartney
• Robert & Angela McCoy
• Kathleen McCullum
• Elizabeth McEntee
• Alisha McFadden
• Mr. & Mrs. John McLaughlin
• John McLendon
• Katy McReynolds
• Walter & Fran Mears
• Joseph Megel
• Estelle Metzger
• Krista Millard 
• Donald Miller
• Joan Moore
• Gretchen Mordecai 
• Michelle Morehouse 
• William Moore
• Suzanne Morris
• Colleen Mullins
• Hal Myers
• Vicki Newell
• Ruth Nicholson
• Aimee Nielson
• Robert & Helen Nycum
• Amy Ortiz 
• Jane Pahner
• Terry Parsons
• Michael & Mary Pasquale
• Bettina Patterson
• Charles & Ginny Pearce
• Patty Poe
• Farrel & Welshie Potts
• Lucia Powe
• Cherice Powell
• Marsha Pront 
• Karen & Mac Pullen
• Elizabeth Raft
• Katherine Reid
• Carol Reuss
• Janie Rhein 
• Joan Richardson
• Pat Richardson
• Maribeth Robb
• Barbara Rocha
• Brenda Rogers 
• Gayle Ruedi
• Scott Rutherford
• Winifield Rutherford
• Scott & Martha Rutherford 
• Leigh Ryan
• Bonnie Sampsell
• Wilma Sauer
• Evelyn Savitzky 
• Betty Schooff

• David & Carol Sclove
• Consi Scott
• Mr. & Mrs. Russell Scott
• Jerome & Katherine Seaton
• Richel Serody
• Kenneth Sexton
• Fran Sherwin
• Kathy Singer
• Elise Sisk
• Emily Smith
• Gail Smith
• Sheila Smith
• Ed & Carol Smithwick
• Jeffrey Starkweather 
• John & Dorothy Swartz
• Norman Talner
• Elizabeth Tate
• Diane Taylor
• Ronni Theeman
• Hope Thornton-Koonce
• El Tremblay
• Dawn Tucker
• Jay & Kelly Tunney
• Lloyd Tuttle
• Alyce Twomey 
• Mr. & Mrs. Donald Tyndall
• John & Evelyn Ullman
• Nedra Van Gambos
• �Michiel Van Lookeren  

Campagne & Marga Theelen
• �Thomas & Laura  

Vanderbeck
• Chadwick Virgil
• Mary Ann Vitale
• Paula Wade
• P.G. Wagoner
• Daryl Walker
• Virginia Ware 
• Bronwyn Watson
• Nan Weiss
• Irwin & Ellen Welber
• Carol West 
• Leona Whichard
• Robert & Gloria Wilkins
• Sam & Joan Williamson
• Julia Wood
• Elizabeth Wood
• Lyell Wright
• Cathy Wright 
• Virginia Young
• Claude & Betty Young
• John & Linda Zaremba 
• Kirby Zeman
• Jack & Joan Zollinger

Direct Services . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $54,333

Management/General .  .  .  $10,434

Fundraising .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,257

Grants .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $33,248

Fundraising Events . . . . . . . $20,611

Individual Contributions . .  .  . $16,165

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS



2011-12 by the numbers 
149 adult learners served

59 tutor volunteers

1,495 tutoring hours

1,582 non-tutor volunteer hours

8 new citizens

2 high school (GED) graduates

1 new driver

68 students with improved test scores

98 students who reached a short-term goal, such as 
improved reading, writing, English or money skills 

46 students who improved their literacy level 
by three grade levels or achieved a long-term 

goal, such as voting or getting a GED.

82 students who completed at least one year of tutoring

Make a difference: Be a tutor

Tutoring is life-changing not only for the adult learners who strive 
to improve their skills but also for the volunteers who partner with 
them. Eunice Collins, who lives in North Chatham and tutors five 

English as a Second Language students in Siler City, puts it this way:

“The women in my group are all married, with children who speak fluent 
English and attend schools in Siler City. They want to learn English not 
only to enhance their opportunities to work, but to maintain ties with 
their children. 

“From time to time, a child will come to class with her/his mother and I get 
an insight into a world where she, my student, is the center of a life which 
she only partially comprehends. Humbly, I realize how much difference 
a two-hour English class could make in their lives. …

“Teachers like us, teachers of parents, are like rocks skimming across the 
water creating ripples of ability and comprehension that make a real 
difference.”

Tutors don’t need to have teaching experience or Spanish-language skills. 
Chatham Literacy provides the training. Want to learn more? Contact 
Alisha McFadden: Alisha@chathamliteracy.org or 919.742.0578.

Community Partner

2011–12 Annual Report TO DONATE: WWW.CHATHAMLITERACY.ORG

Chatham Literacy 
conducted four tutor 
training workshops in 
2011-12, preparing 41 new 
volunteers to be tutors.

The class shown here 
was taught at Carolina 
Meadows by Lee Laidlaw, 
the Literacy Council's 2011-
12 Volunteer of the Year. 

Chatham Literacy now 
requires all tutors to receive 
this specialized training 
before being matched 
with adult learners.

“Since I have 
been tutoring, I 
am able to talk 
with the residents 
(at work) and with 
my boss. When I 
go to the doctor I 
can talk in English. 
I talk with the 
children’s teacher 
in English.”

– Cleo G.

Be a Friend of Chatham Literacy
Your contribution will help break the cycle of poverty by giving adults in Chatham County access to the reading, 
writing, basic math and English-language skills they need to qualify for better jobs and to move ahead in life.

Yes, I’d like to support adult literacy programming in Chatham County with: (please check all that apply)

___ My tax-deductible donation in the amount of $___________. 

___ I am enclosing/will send my company’s matching gift form.

___ I would like to make my donation in ___ honor of / ___in memory of: _________________________ 	

Please notify (name & address)_ _____________________________________________________________

___ My time and talents as a volunteer. Please send me information on how I can help.

Name______________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_ ______________________________________  Email _____________________________________ 	

Please send your tax-
deductible donation to:

Chatham County  
Literacy Council 
P.O. Box 1696, 

Pittsboro, NC 27312

Or donate online at  
www.chathamliteracy.org

We appreciate 
your support.

City, State, Zip Code


